Book of Revelation
39 – The New Jerusalem

[The New Jerusalem]


[9] Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” [10] And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. [12] It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed—[13] on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.


[15] And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. [16] The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. [17] He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. [18] The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. [19] The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, [20] the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. [21] And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.


[22] And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. [23] And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. [24] By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, [25] and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. [26] They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. [27] But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

 [The River of Life]


[22:1] Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb [2] through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. [3] No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. [4] They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. [5] And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.


[6] And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true…” 

(Revelation 21:9-22:6a ESV)
1. OT Allusions
a. Ezekiel 40-48

i. Introduction to the vision

ii. Precise measurements

iii. Description of gates

iv. River flowing out from the temple

v. A tree by the river providing food and leaves for healing

vi. A portion of territory for each tribe of Israel

vii. Name of the city is “The Lord is there” (48:35)

b. Isaiah 60

i. Nations will come to Israel

ii. Gates will remain open

iii. There will be no more night or day

iv. The Lord will be the light

c. Zechariah 8:1-8; 14:8-11

i. God will set up a new Jerusalem

ii. God will dwell in the midst of new Jerusalem

iii. Living waters will flow out from Jerusalem

iv. Jerusalem will be visible from everywhere

v. Jerusalem will never see destruction again

2. Historical Context

a. Rhetoricians often showed off their epideictic (praise) skills by describing and praising magnificent cities like Rome (Aelius Aristides) or Athens (Isocrates) – IVP BBC NT
b. Exaggeration accepted and expected in such praise texts (encomium)

c. The text of 1 Enoch links the twelve gates of heaven to the twelve signs of the zodiac… In the Temple Scroll (one of the Dead Sea Scrolls), some Jewish pietists noted that the tribes would be commemorated on the twelve gates surrounding the new temple (three on each of the four sides). – IVP BBC NT  

d. In some Jewish traditions, the future Jerusalem would expand in all directions (based on Isaiah 54:2-3) and would become so tall that it would ascend to God’s throne (based on Ezekiel 41:7)… [The] wall is quite disproportionate with a city fifteen hundred miles high, but this point reinforces its symbolic use; important ancient cities always had walls, hence John includes one. – IVP BBC NT  

e. Jewish descriptions of the costly stones used to build the new Jerusalem included miraculous elaborations, hence absolutely pure gold that looked like clear glass would have fit the genre. Metal was used in mirrors, so it could mean that the gold gives a perfect reflection… In Tobit 13, the new Jerusalem’s streets are paved with precious stones, and its walls and towers are of pure gold. Some rabbis expounded that the new Jerusalem’s gates would be made of giant pearls and precious stones… – IVP BBC NT 

3. Key Symbols

a. Bride

i. Announcement of description exactly parallels that of Babylon’s in 17:1-3

ii. Who/what is the Bride?


b. New Jerusalem

i. Measuring similar to 11:1

ii. Shaped like a cube – Jewish temple’s Most Holy inner sanctum also a perfect cube

iii. Who/what is the new Jerusalem?


c. Israel

i. What/what is Israel?


d. Twelve (12) and multiple of twelve (144, 12,000)

i. What is the significance of 12 and its multiples?

From Reading Revelation – 
… If one attempts to view Revelation as a progression of "events" that take place successively in history, or take all of the details of the vision of the new Jerusalem literally, one is going to have serious problems. What is worse, one is going to misread the book and the vision.

… The new Jerusalem provides the perfect counterpart to the great harlot Babylon. One might say that the book of Revelation is indeed "A Tale of Two Cities." … 

First, that John contrasts two cities should not be surprising… Competition between cities [of the Roman Empire] could be fierce. For John to speak of two major figures in the book in terms of cities and to describe them as such – whether in terms of products or of walls, gates, and streets – is only natural. The reader who attempts to find some specific meaning in all of the various details that are presented about the cities misses the point.

Second…, the hope of a glorified Jerusalem was strong in Judaism… John mines the Old Testament for appropriate passages that he then weaves into his own seamless garment… The reader who misses the plethora of Old Testament allusions and tries to take the vision "literally" misses the powerful fulfillment of Jewish expectation that the vision presents.

Finally, several major themes come together in the vision of the new Jerusalem. First, John's deliberate, sustained identification of the Lamb with God reaches its peak with references to God and the Lamb in 21:22, 23; 22:1, 3 culminating in the simple – but telling – reference to "the Lord God" in 22:5. Similarly, John's deliberate, sustained identification of the Church with Israel reaches its peak with the identification of the Church with the new Jerusalem.

And it is this latter point that brings the reader face to face with what is perhaps the most surprising feature of all concerning the vision of the new Jerusalem. Despite popular perception that 21:10-22:5 is a picture of "heaven," it is in fact nothing of the sort. The new Jerusalem is, of course, none other than the Bride of the Lamb (21:2, 9-10). Christians do not "go to" the new Jerusalem; Christians are the new Jerusalem!

One final word is necessary. Each time John mentions the new Jerusalem in the book, he uses the present tense: "coming down out of heaven." … It follows that Christians already make up the new Jerusalem… The dwelling of God with his people has begun, but it has not yet reached its culmination. The dragon still seeks revenge on the offspring of the woman, and that will not cease until he is thrown into the lake of fire. The Final Judgment is still future, and the final revelation of the new Jerusalem will take place only after that Judgment, when God makes all things new.

